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Residential Learning

Community (RLC) is an

accredited program based

on the residential

living-learning

concept. Its goal

is to augment the

fraternal experience

with an academic focus

beyond the classroom.

Living and Learning
The guiding principle behind the RLC program is the

belief that students benefit from the presence of a

faculty member who takes an active interest in their

lives. RLC promotes and develops quality environments

for living and learning. The model comes from Cam-

bridge and Oxford Universities, where academic

professionals live among undergraduates. That model

has been adapted here to create smaller, more intimate

learning communities in

participating SigEp

chapters.

Elements
of a Residential
Learning
Community
There are four basic
elements of a
Residential Learning
Community:

Faculty Fellow —
faculty members interested in
working with students outside the
classroom interact with individual chapter members
as advisors and mentors

Personal and Academic Development — encouraged
by the Faculty Fellow, chapter members can explore new
avenues for personal and academic growth

Facility/Learning Environment — as Faculty Fellows
spend more time at the chapter facility, academic activities
become more a part of chapter life

Network of Support — Faculty Fellows have knowledge of
and access to resources that can assist individual chapter
members in their academic pursuits
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“I like the
challenge of
breaking the
image of
fraternity
life as Anti-
intellectual.”

– Dr. Ronald Hall,
Faculty Fellow

at Stetson University,
Florida Beta

“The best part of being an RLC is
having a Faculty Fellow who you
know is there to help and support
you whenever you need it.”

– Tyler McLenon, KS Alpha - Baker

Professor Mark Farmer, of the
Valparaiso Classics Department,
gives a presentation on Greek art
and the thought behind it. He also
expanded to applications of Greek
thought today. This was one of
several dinner lectures the chapter
has each semester.

Residential Learning
Community: Advancing

Scholarship
for Leaders

Faculty fellow Dr. Yvonne
Gentzler at Iowa State.

National
SigEp RLC

Year GPA GPA

2003 2.93 3.10
2002 2.87 3.06
2001 2.85 3.06
2000 2.83 3.02

GPA comparisons

20%larger
than the average

RLC chapter
size is

SigEp chapter
size.

An environment of
intellectual excellence

and acceleration attracts
more members — better

members.



“GA Delta’s adoption of

the RLC has led to

countless improvements

— most notably, the

RLC program has

reinforced positive

study habits that are

necessary to maintain

the #1 GPA on campus

for three consecutive

semesters.”
– C. Bryan Lassiter,

GA Delta, Univ. of Georgia

Academic Focus
College fraternities have been criticized for their lack of
an integrated and focused learning environment for
undergraduates. Living-learning communities can
address this issue and link together useful academic
opportunities. The ideals of a SigEp Residential
Learning Community permeate all aspects of the under-
graduate experience, adding a stronger academic focus.

For students, the benefits
of participating in a RLC
include:

Frequent interaction with a
Faculty Fellow on
a one-to-one basis

Greater integration into
the larger academic
community

Increased exposure
to opportunities for
networking

Better academic
performance

Faculty
Involvement
The involvement of a Faculty Fellow is a critical

element of a Residential Learning Community.
Faculty Fellows are a tremendous asset to a

chapter, assisting the men on an individual
basis with academic planning.

Usually a member of the university faculty
or academic support staff, a Faculty

Fellow mentors and advises students.
The position is ideal for faculty

members who are passionate about
finding learning opportunities

with students outside the
classroom.

Accreditation
In order to receive the Residential Learning Community
designation, a chapter first must submit a RLC application.
To be eligible for consideration a chapter must meet the
following criteria:

an active Faculty Fellow;

chapter GPA above the all-campus average and a minimum
GPA for recruitment and membership at or above a 2.75;

space devoted to academic pursuits in the chapter facility;

a policy requiring common areas and academic spaces to be
substance-free;

innovative programming consistent with the ideals of the
Residential Learning community;

an active Alumni & Volunteer Corporation;

university support.

The goal of the RLC program is to create an exciting
chapter experience with an enriching living-learning
environment.

Typically, a Faculty Fellow holds regular office hours in
the chapter facility, shares meals with chapter members
and promotes student-faculty interaction through
cultural and educational programming. To enhance
the academic environment, Faculty Fellows may teach
a class in the chapter facility, invite other academic
professionals to the chapter facility and share knowl-
edge of campus resources with the chapter members.

Successful Faculty Fellows are those who are enthusias-
tic about working with students, are aware of current
events in the campus community and are excellent
teachers.

Chapter Benefits
In addition to an enhanced learning
environment and overall improved academic
performance, a participating chapter accred-
ited as a Residential Learning Community is
eligible to receive other benefits:

A RLC chapter may receive a 5% liability
insurance discount each year, upon completion of
a RLC survey each spring.

A RLC chapter has the opportunity to apply to the
Sigma Phi Epsilon Educational Foundation for grant
funding to support educational facility improvements.
Many factors, including the scope of the project, available
funding and chapter performance, are taken into consider-
ation when reviewing submissions. Eligibility to apply does
not assure automatic grant funding.

After becoming accredited as a Residential Learning
Community, a chapter selects a RLC Chairman to take a
leadership role in implementing the ideals of the program.
This person works with the chapter to realize the goals of
the Residential Learning Community concept.

The designation of Residential Learning Community,
once granted by the Sigma Phi Epsilon Council for
Accreditation, is valid for five years. At the end of that
period, the undergraduate chapter must reapply for
accreditation.

To receive more information, or
an application for accreditation,
visit www.sigep.org/rlc or contact
the Director of Residential Life at

1-800-313-1901.

Dr. Glenn Linden, Professor of
History at Southern Methodist

University. He is one of two
Faculty Fellows for the

Texas Upsilon chapter.

Nick Chapin, ’06, and
Adam Werley, ’06, of
Iowa Delta, Drake
University

Conference room at Georgia Tech

Faculty Fellow Miriam Pittenger,
sitting far left, leads students on
the Quest to Greece.

SigEp Brothers at Ohio State

1. Georgia 3.47 86
2. Illinois 3.30 122
3. Ohio State 3.29 79
4. Valparaiso 3.28 84
5. Carnegie Mellon 3.24 55
6. Drake 3.22 71
7. North Dakota 3.19 66
8. Maine 3.06 55
9. Southern Methodist 3.03 80

10. Arkansas 2.99 62
11. Minnesota 2.97 58
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Examples of RLC Chapter Success:


